
MINUTES OF MAY 2, 2012 COUNCIL MEETING 
 
The Meeting held at South Amboy City Hall, 140 North Broadway, South Amboy, New 
Jersey, was called to order by Council President Connors at 7:00 P.M.  The City Clerk read 
the Opening Prayer and all recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PRESENT: Councilman Applegate, Councilman Gross, Councilwoman Noble, 

Councilman Schwarick and Council President Connors. 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Mayor Fred A. Henry, Camille Tooker, Business Administrator and  

     John R. Lanza, Director of Law 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
A Motion by Councilman Schwarick that Resolution 90-2012 be considered by title only, 
seconded by Councilman Gross. 
 
ROLL CALL: Applegate-Yes, Gross-Yes, Noble-Yes, Schwarick-Yes, Connors-Yes. 
 
CITY OF SOUTH AMBOY 
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 
 

RESOLUTION #90-2012 
 

RESOLUTION REQUESTING APPROVAL FOR AUTHORIZING 
AN EMERGENCY TEMPORARY APPROPRIATION 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20 
 
 WHEREAS, an emergent condition has arisen due to the anticipated delay in the 
adoption of the 2012 budget, and adequate provision has not been made in the 2012 
temporary budget for the appropriations specified on the attached page; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the total emergency temporary resolutions adopted in 2011 pursuant to 
the provision of Chapter 96, P.L. 1951 (N.J.S. 40A:4-20) including this resolution total 
$7,839,058.00;   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE, AND IT IS, HEREBY, RESOLVED by the Council of the 
City of South Amboy, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, (not less than two thirds of 
all members thereof affirmatively concurring) that in accordance with the provisions of 
N.J.S. 40A:4-20: 
 

1. Emergency temporary appropriations be and the same are hereby 
made as specified on the attached page in the amount of 
$2,383,163.00, and;   

 
2. That said emergency temporary appropriations will be provided in the 

2012 budget under the headings as specified on the attached page. 
 

3. That one certified copy of this resolution be filed with the Director of 
Local Government Services. 

 
____________________________ 

JOSEPH E. CONNORS 
Council President 

 
I certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the South Amboy City 
Council at a meeting held on May 2, 2012. 
 
       ____________________________ 
        KATHLEEN VIGILANTE 
        Municipal Clerk 
 
 Moved Seconded Ayes Nays Absent Abstain 
APPLEGATE                     X    
GROSS        X     X        
NOBLE                   X    
SCHWARICK       X      X    
CONNORS       X         
 
 
CITY  OF SOUTH AMBOY  



EMERGENCY TEMPORARY 
APPROPRIATION 

   
   Emg Temp 

2  
Administration  

 Salaries & Wages           50,000  
 Other Expenses           15,000  

Mayor and Council  
 Salaries & Wages           10,000  
 Other Expenses             1,500  

Clerk  
 Salaries & Wages           30,000  
 Other Expenses             4,000  

Financial Administration  
 Salaries & Wages           40,000  
 Other Expenses                    -  

Audit  
 Other Expenses                    -  

Revenue Administration  
 Salaries & Wages           20,000  
 Other Expenses             1,275  

Tax Assessment  
 Salaries & Wages             5,000  
 Other Expenses                    -  

Legal Services  
 Other Expenses                    -  

Engineering Services  
 Other Expenses  

Parking Lot  
 Salaries & Wages             2,500  
 Other Expenses           50,000  

Planning Board  
 Salaries & Wages             5,000  
 Other Expenses             2,000  

Zoning Board  
 Salaries & Wages  
 Other Expenses  

Code Enforcement  
 Salaries & Wages           30,000  
 Other Expenses                    -  

Liability Insurance  
 Other Expenses             9,350  

Workers Comp  
 Other Expenses  

Employee Group 
Insurance 

 

 Other Expenses         401,100  
Public Defender  

 Salaries & Wages             2,000  
Police  

 Salaries & Wages       
1,000,000  

 Other Expenses           25,350  
Emergency Management  

 Other Expenses  
Aid to Volunteer Fire 
Company 

 

 Other Expenses           40,000  
Aid to Volunteer Ambulance 

 Other Expenses  
Fire Department  

 Other Expenses           15,050  
Uniform Fire Code  

 Other Expenses             1,500  
LOSAP  

 Other Expenses           60,000  
Streets and Roads  

 Salaries & Wages           75,000  
 Other Expenses           10,000  

Solid Waste Collection  
 Salaries & Wages           50,000  
 Other Expenses           50,000  

Recycling  
 Salaries & Wages             2,000  



 Other Expenses                    -  
Sewer  

 Salaries & Wages           25,000  
 Other Expenses             5,000  

MCUA  
 Other Expenses                    -  

Buildings and Grounds  
 Salaries & Wages                    -  
 Other Expenses           10,000  

Vehicle Maintenance  
 Salaries & Wages           15,000  
 Other Expenses           33,000  

Public Health Services  
 Salaries & Wages                    -  
 Other Expenses           27,000  

Vital Statistics  
 Salaries & Wages             2,000  
 Other Expenses                200  

Animal Control Services  
 Other Expenses                    -  

Recreation  
 Salaries & Wages           10,000  
 Other Expenses             6,400  

Senior Citizens  
 Salaries & Wages                    -  
 Other Expenses                    -  

Shade Tree  
 Other Expenses             2,500  

Library  
 Other Expenses         109,003  

Celebration of Public 
Events 

 

 Other Expenses  
Utilities  

 Other Expenses         100,000  
Statutory Charges  

 PERS                    -  
 PFRS                    -  
 DCRP                    -  
 Unemployment Ins.  

Social Security  
 Other Expenses                    -  

Prosecutor  
 Salaries & Wages             2,000  

Court  
 Salaries & Wages           25,000  
 Other Expenses             2,000  
   
   
 Sub-total  
   

Capital Improvements  
Bond Principal  
Bond Interest  
Note Interest             1,435  
MCIA Lease Principal  
MCIA Lease Interest  

   
 Grants  
 Operating Deficit  
 Emerg. Auth  
 RUT  
   

2,383,163.00  
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 



A Motion by Councilman Schwarick to approve the Consent Agenda which included the 
Minutes of April 18, 2012 Council Meeting and Resolutions 83 through 89-2012, seconded 
by Councilman Gross. 
 
ROLL CALL: Applegate-Yes, Gross-Yes, Noble-Yes, Schwarick-Yes, Connors-Yes. 
 
CITY OF SOUTH AMBOY 
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 83-2012 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the following Tax Title Lien Certificates have been redeemed; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of South Amboy, 
Middlesex County, New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer be and the same is hereby 
authorized to issue checks to: 
 
            CERTIF. 
LIEN COMPANY BLOCK    LOT        QUAL     NUMBER       AMOUNT 
US Bank Cust- 
Phoenix Funding 135  15       11-00165    $15,564.83 
 
US Bank Cust- 
Phoenix Funding 135  15       PREMIUM    $  1,000.00 
 
Thomas Weinman   29  37.01       11-00029    $  1,888.37 
 
Thomas Weinman   29  37.02       11-00030    $  1,888.37 
 
Garden State Tax 
Lien, LLC      3    2       09-00001    $89,385.00 
 
 
       __________________________ 
       JOSEPH E. CONNORS 
       Council President 
 
Certified to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Governing Body on May 2, 2012.                           
 
       __________________________ 
       KATHLEEN VIGILANTE 
       Municipal Clerk    
 
 Moved Seconded Ayes Nays Absent Abstain 

APPLEGATE                       X     
GROSS       X       X           
NOBLE              X        
SCHWARICK     X        X     
CONNORS         X          
 
CITY OF SOUTH AMBOY 
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 84-2012 
 
 
 WHEREAS, Gasiewski, Anne, 8 Barkalow Street in the City of South Amboy, 
County of Middlesex,  Block 155, Lot 13 on the tax map applied for a Senior property tax 
deduction for the year 2009; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, due to a computer error the deduction was not included in the 2011 
tax duplicate; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant is entitled to the deduction for 2011; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the applicant completed the application and provided the appropriate 
documentation for the allowance of the deduction and the application is on file in 
the tax office; and, 



 
 WHEREAS, the Tax Collector recommends that $250.00 refund be made to 
Gasiewski, Anne for the Senior deduction allowed in 2009; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the Tax Collector certifies that the 2011 taxes are paid,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of City of South Amboy, 
Middlesex County, New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer be and the same is hereby 
authorized to refund $250.00 for 2011 to Gasiewski ,Anne. 
 
 
       __________________________ 
       JOSEPH E. CONNORS 
       Council President 
 
Certified to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Governing Body on May 2, 2012.                           
 
       __________________________ 
       KATHLEEN VIGILANTE 
       Municipal Clerk    
 
 Moved Seconded Ayes Nays Absent Abstain 

APPLEGATE                        X    
GROSS       X        X          
NOBLE               X        
SCHWARICK     X         X    
CONNORS          X         
 
CITY OF SOUTH AMBOY 
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 85-2012 
 

RESOLUTION URGING THE STATE LEGISLATURE TO  
APPROVE A-2454, WHICH WOULD ALTER ELIGIBILITY  

REQUIREMENTS FOR UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE  
FOR SEASONAL PUBLIC ENTITY WORKERS 

 
  
 WHEREAS, many municipal seasonal jobs in the State are offered for only 10 to 12 
weeks in a given year such as beach taggers, recreation personnel, seasonal laborers  and 
lifeguards due to the short summer season; and 
 
 WHEREAS, there should be no expectation by an employee who has applied for a 
seasonal job that when the season ends that there would be continued employment, in fact, 
that individual consciously made the choice to apply for and accept a seasonal job rather 
than seeking year-round employment; and  
 

WHEREAS, when the length of employment is clearly defined by the public entity as 
a seasonal job with a specific beginning and ending date, this seasonal job should not be 
included in unemployment calculations for individuals working other jobs during the 
unemployment period of eligible benefits; and  
 

WHEREAS, unlike private employers, municipalities and other public entities are 
unique in that unemployment claims arising from seasonal employment require the 
expenditure of taxpayers’ funds to pay unemployment claims for these individuals thereby 
burdening the already overwhelmed taxpayer in the State New Jersey; and 
 

WHEREAS, in many cases municipalities and other public entities pay claims 
quarterly and do not pay into the unemployment compensation fund due to budgetary 
constraints and the high cost of unemployment insurance; and  
 

WHEREAS, these unexpected quarterly payments have forced some municipalities 
to do special emergency appropriations just to pay this year’s claims thereby affecting next 
year’s municipal budget which by all accounts will be equally as difficult as the present 
year’s ; and  

 
WHEREAS, Assemblywoman Amy Handlin and Assemblyman Sean Kean have 

introduced A-2454, which would prohibit all seasonal workers from receiving unemployment 
insurance benefits during a period between two successive seasons if the worker has a 



reasonable assurance that the worker will perform those services in the second of such 
seasons; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of the City of 
South Amboy urges the legislature to approve A-2454 as swiftly as possible, and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the 

members of the New Jersey General Assembly, the New Jersey State Senate, the 
Commissioner of the Department of Labor, the Lieutenant Governor and the Governor of 
State of New Jersey and the League of Municipalities.  
 
       __________________________ 
       JOSEPH E. CONNORS 
       Council President 
 
Certified to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Governing Body on May 2, 2012.                           
 
       __________________________ 
       KATHLEEN VIGILANTE 
       Municipal Clerk    
 
 Moved Seconded Ayes Nays Absent Abstain 

APPLEGATE                        X    
GROSS       X        X          
NOBLE               X        
SCHWARICK     X         X    
CONNORS          X         
 

CITY OF SOUTH AMBOY 
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 86-2012 
 

RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE RESTORATION 
OF ENERGY TAXES TO MUNICIPALITIES 

 
WHEREAS, taxes on gas and electric utilities were originally collected by the host 

municipalities to be used for local purposes and to compensate the public for the use of 
their rights of way; and 
 

WHEREAS, when the State made itself the collection agent for these taxes, it 
promised to dedicate the proceeds to municipal property tax relief; since, just as 
municipalities collect property taxes for the benefit of school districts, counties and other 
entities; the State is supposed to collect Energy Taxes for the benefit of municipal 
governments; and 
 

WHEREAS, for years, though, State budget makers have diverted funding from 
Energy Taxes to fund State programs; and instead of being spent on local programs and 
services and used to offset property taxes, the money has been spent as successive 
Legislatures and Administrations have seen fit; and 
 

WHEREAS, while the State may need to have the right to over-ride the statutory 
dedication of these revenues to local governments, in order to deal with emergencies 
and crises that may occur; current State policy makers should not exercise that right 
automatically; and 
 

WHEREAS, while that right should be the exception, it has become the rule; and 
 

WHEREAS, by using tactics such as reducing CMPTRA, which is also comprised of 
revenues that should be returned to municipalities, State Budget makers have been able 
to continue collecting Energy Taxes, while keeping additional revenue that should have 
been returned to provide property tax relief; and 
 

WHEREAS, from $72 million in State Fiscal Year 2005, to $505 million in State Fiscal 
Year 2011, the State’s diversion of Energy Taxes has continued to grow; and 
 

WHEREAS, in 2008, 2009 and 2010 (SFY 2009, 2010 and 2011), funding for 
municipal revenue replacement was slashed by about $26 million in 2008 and $32 
million in 2009, followed by losses of about $271 million in 2010; and 
 



WHEREAS, the cumulative impact of years of underfunding has left many 
municipalities with serious needs and burdensome property taxes; and 
 

WHEREAS, local elected officials are in the best position to decide the best use for 
these resources, which were always intended to fund local programs and services;  
 

NOW, THEFORE, BE IT  RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Governing Body of the City 
of South Amboy, that we join with the League of Municipalities in calling for the 
immediate restoration of funding diverted from Energy Taxes intended for local use; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we, respectfully, call on State policy makers to 
end the diversion of our municipal resources to cover State spending and to provide us 
with this important tool to relieve the worst-in-the-nation property tax burden borne, for 
too long, by the people of New Jersey; and  
 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the 
Governor of the State of New Jersey, our State Legislators and the League of 
Municipalities. 

 
       __________________________ 
       JOSEPH E. CONNORS 
       Council President 
 
Certified to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Governing Body on May 2, 2012.                           
 
       __________________________ 
       KATHLEEN VIGILANTE 
       Municipal Clerk    
 
 Moved Seconded Ayes Nays Absent Abstain 

APPLEGATE                       X     
GROSS       X       X           
NOBLE              X        
SCHWARICK     X        X     
CONNORS         X          
 
CITY OF SOUTH AMBOY 
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 87-2012 
 

WHEREAS, on Tuesday, January 24, the Commander-in-Chief of our Armed Forces 
reminded all Americans that, “Above all, our freedom endures because of the men and 
women in uniform who defend it,” and that “ … this generation of heroes has made the 
United States safer and more respected around the world.”; and 
Whereas, the President, further, promised, “As they come home, we must serve them as 
well as they’ve served us.  That includes giving them the care and the benefits they have 
earned … And it means enlisting our veterans in the work of rebuilding our nation”; and 
 

WHEREAS, National Guard and Reserve forces today total over 1 million service 
members and represent 48 percent of our total military force; while every day around the 
globe, thousands of men and women in uniform, including dedicated members of the 
National Guard and Reserves, risk their lives and make great sacrifices to defend our 
national interests, serving extended tours away from their homes, families and jobs; and 
 

WHEREAS, at the same time, we are now seeing unprecedented levels of 
unemployment and underemployment among members of the Guard and Reserve, as up to 
22 percent of Guard and Reserve members face unemployment; and 
 

WHEREAS, in this time of economic uncertainty, the Employer Support Guard and 
Reserve (ESGR) is focusing on connecting employers with the talented pool of service 
members and their spouses, with the intent of facilitating meaningful employment 
opportunities; and 
 

WHEREAS, to further this goal, the New Jersey ESGR has launched an Employment 
Initiative Program (EIP), which is a collaborative effort with federal agencies including the 
Department of Labor (Veterans Affairs), the Department of Veterans, the Small Business 
Administration and the Office of Personnel Management; and 
 



WHEREAS, the goal is to enhance the employment process and serve as an effective 
resource for service members and employers. ESGR is also partnering with Employer 
Partnership of the Armed Forces (EPAF) through EIP with a high-tech and high-touch 
approach; and 
 

WHEREAS, for almost a year, now, the United States Chamber of Commerce has 
also endeavored to find employment for our returning veterans and the spouses of those 
who continue to serve, at home and abroad, with its Hiring Our Heroes program; and 

WHEREAS, the Hiring Our Heroes program is a nationwide effort to help veterans 
and military spouses find meaningful employment, in partnership with the Department of 
Labor Veterans Employment and Training Service (DOL VETS), to improve public-private 
sector coordination in local communities, where veterans and their families are returning 
every day; and 

WHEREAS, despite those efforts, the unemployment rate for veterans of our Armed 
Forces in our Nation and in our State continues to exceed the over-all rate; and 
 

WHEREAS, in order to take the lead on advancing the EIP to the next level, the New 
Jersey ESGR has enlisted strong and positive support from corporate leaders, the New 
Jersey State Chamber of Commerce, US Dept. of Labor/VETS and the New Jersey League of 
Municipalities; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is incumbent on all of us to prove that New Jersey cares for the men 
and women in uniform who risk their lives and make great sacrifices to defend our national 
interests; and 
 

WHEREAS, this employment initiative can be New Jersey’s way of saying thank you 
to the men and women who made great sacrifices to protect our nation’s freedom; and 

WHEREAS, local officials throughout the State of New Jersey, working together 
through the League of Municipalities, and with the New Jersey ESGR, their local and State 
Chambers of Commerce, and local business leaders can help to advance basic fairness to 
our vets and their families by pursuing one simple goal: to allow America’s over one million 
unemployed veterans and military spouses to follow their dreams, instead of spending their 
lives just trying to catch up;  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Body of the City of South 
Amboy recognizes that we will never be able to repay the debt we owe to all members of 
our armed forces; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in gratitude, the City of South Amboy  pledges its 
enthusiastic and unqualified support for the Employment Initiative Program of the New 
Jersey Employer Support Guard and Reserves; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that certified copies of this Resolution be forwarded to 
the New Jersey State League of Municipalities and to our neighboring municipalities.  

 
      __________________________ 

      JOSEPH E. CONNORS 
      Council President 

Certified to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Governing Body on May 2, 2012.                           
       __________________________ 
       KATHLEEN VIGILANTE 
       Municipal Clerk    
 
 Moved Seconded Ayes Nays Absent Abstain 

APPLEGATE                       X     
GROSS       X       X           
NOBLE              X        
SCHWARICK     X        X     
CONNORS         X          

 
CITY OF SOUTH AMBOY 
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 
 

RESOLUTION #88-2012 
 



 WHEREAS, two quotes were received for the purchase of flooring for the South 
Amboy Police Department; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed the recommendations made by Camille 
Tooker, City Business Administrator; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Finance Director has determined sufficient funds are available for the 
above project, as evidenced by the Finance Director’s Certification; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Council of the City 
of South Amboy, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that the contract for flooring in 
the City of South Amboy Police Department be, and the same is hereby awarded to Allstate 
Office Interiors, 3836 Quakerbridge Road, Suite 110, Hamilton, New Jersey, on their quote 
of $29,063.35. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized 
and directed to execute the contract for same. 
 
       __________________________ 
       JOSEPH E. CONNORS 
       Council President 
 
Certified to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Governing Body on May 2, 2012. 
  
       __________________________ 
       KATHLEEN VIGILANTE 
       Municipal Clerk    
 
 Moved Seconded Ayes Nays Absent Abstain 
APPLEGATE         X    
GROSS  X       X    
NOBLE             X    
SCHWARICK    X        X         
CONNORS         X    
 
CITY OF SOUTH AMBOY 
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 
 
 

RESOLUTION #89-2012 
 

AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF MIDDLESEX COUNTY  
HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FUNDS 

 
 
 WHEREAS, funds were approved for the 2009 Broadway Façade Improvement 
Program, through the Middlesex County Housing and Community Development Program; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, unexpected and surplus funds are available in the aforesaid project 
account in the amount of $53,100.00; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE, AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the City 
of South Amboy, in the County of Middlesex, New Jersey, as follows: 
 

1. The unexpected and surplus amount of $53,100.00 is, hereby, transferred as 
follows: 

 
FROM: 2009 Broadway Façade Improvement Program 
 
 
TO:           2010 Senior Center Project 

 
  

2. This resolution shall take effect immediately 
 
 

____________________________ 
       Joseph E. Connors 
       Council President 



 
Certified to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Governing Body on May 2, 2012. 
 
 
       __________________________ 
       KATHLEEN VIGILANTE 
       Municipal Clerk    
 
 Moved Seconded Ayes Nays Absent Abstain 
APPLEGATE         X    
GROSS  X       X    
NOBLE             X    
SCHWARICK    X        X         
CONNORS         X    
 
LIST OF BILLS FOR PAYMENT: 
A Motion by Councilman Gross that the List of Bills for Payment dated April 27, 2012 be 
received and filed, seconded by Councilman Applegate. 
 
ROLL CALL: Applegate-Yes, Gross-Yes, Noble-Yes, Schwarick-Yes, Connors-Yes. 
 
ORDINANCES: 
A Motion by Councilman Schwarick that Ordinance 6-2012 be continued on Second Reading by 
title only, seconded by Councilman Gross. 
 
ROLL CALL: Applegate-Yes, Gross-Yes, Noble-Yes, Schwarick-Yes, Connors-Yes. 
 
  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 27-10 ENTITLED 
  “AN ORDINANCE REGULATING TRANSPORTABLES, INCLUDING 
  TRAILERS AND OTHER PORTABLE OR SEMI-PORTABLE 
  STRUCTURES WITHIN THE CITY OF SOUTH AMBOY” 
  PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CONTRACTS”. 
 
Council President Connors opened the Public Hearing on the Ordinance.   
 
Stanley Jankowski, 135 John Street asked what are the changes and he was told that if 
residents have a seasonal business such as landscaping they would be excluded from the 
ordinance and another issue is that trailers on site for a short period of time, legally parked for 
not more than 30 days also would not be subject to this ordinance.   
 
Eileen Ryan, 12 Bertram Avenue asked if a trailer is parked that someone uses for work and it 
is on the property for more than 30 days do they need a permit and she was told yes. 
 
Nancy McLaughlin, 347 George Street wanted to know if she could leave trailers on the street 
even though it is taking parking spaces and if that would come under this ordinance or the 
parking ordinance.  She was told by the Council President that they will check with the Chief of 
Police.  Mrs. McLaughlin stated there is a real problem with trailers on Stockton Street. 
 
Lorens Fasano, owner of 101 Lower Main Street asked what is the procedure for electrical 
permits for lighting and cameras and he was told to contact Tom Kelly, Construction Code 
Official.   He asked if the application procedure regarding the trailer amendment ordinance is 
the same and he was told yes. 
 
Vince Mackiel, 105 Augusta Street said he sees where the Council adopted a Resolution this 
evening and he was reminded that this is the public hearing regarding ordinance 6-12. 
 
There were no other questions or comments from the public and the Council President closed 
the Public Hearing. 
 
A Motion by Councilman Schwarick that Ordinance No. 6-2012 be adopted, presented to the 
Mayor for his approval or disapproval, and if approved, be advertised as prescribed by law, 
seconded by Councilman Gross. 
 
ROLL CALL: Applegate-Yes, Gross-Yes, Noble-Yes, Schwarick-Yes, Connors-Yes. 
 



COMMENTS:  
Mayor Fred Henry said the Council adopted Resolution No. 86-2012 this evening.  He stated 
that the NJ League of Municipalities asked for our support regarding an issue with energy 
tax receipts and to make it known that we are in support of the State releasing these dollars 
back to the towns.  The Mayor said that we lost $400,000.00 to the State a few years ago 
and we are supporting this movement to get the money back where it belongs.  Mayor 
Henry stated that by adopting Resolution No. 87-2012, we are supporting the men and 
women in uniform who do not have jobs by supporting the Employment Initiative Program.  
Mr. Henry said the City of South Amboy is a civil service municipality and we put Veterans 
at the top of the list.  Mayor Henry informed the public of a press release he received from 
the NJ Department of Environmental Protection asking us to help conserve water because of 
the dry winter and spring we experienced. 
 
Councilman Gross welcomed everyone. 
 
Councilman Applegate welcomed the public. 
 
Councilwoman Noble wished all a good evening. 
 
Councilman Schwarick welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending and 
participating. 
 
Council President Connors welcomed the public and opened the Public portion of the 
meeting. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Vince Mackiel, 105 Augusta Street stated that the Council approved Resolution 89 this 
evening about community development.  He said he knows a lot has been done which 
people appreciate but wanted to know if anything is being done about the people that have 
to pay rent on personal property along Broadway because it is his understanding that two 
businesses are closing because they can’t afford it and the five minute parking signs.  Mr. 
Mackiel asked if there is anything his Councilperson and the Mayor are doing to keep 
businesses alive.  He was told the Mayor and Council support businesses in town and maybe 
they can’t afford the rent but the City cannot use taxpayers’ money.  Mr. Mackiel said that 
he uses the businesses and there is quite a struggle.  He asked if the City is doing anything 
to get more retail like Woodbridge.  He said Woodbridge has four million square feet of 
retail and South Amboy has 580,000 square feet of retail.  He said the word out there was 
that the former Mayor didn’t want particular businesses on Broadway.  Mayor Henry said the 
City worked with a company who purchased the old Amboy Fresh building and a computer 
company will be located upstairs and there will be a downstairs tenant.  Mr. Mackiel stated 
he knows of a woman who told him she would love to stay in South Amboy but her taxes 
are $6,000 and she will be paying $4,000 when she moves to Manalapan.  Mr. Mackiel said 
he had a second question and as he was heading to the waterfront it happened in another 
formula.  He stated he was stopped on Rosewell Street by people interested in a home on 
David Street that has been vacant for three years.  Mr. Mackiel said they asked him what he 
thought of South Amboy.  He said there was a six year old, the father and the grandfather.  
Mr. Mackiel stated that he tried to give his best answer and moving forward looking at that 
five year old, told them if you want to raise a child by a materials company blowing 
materials in your yard that could affect you.  Mr. Mackiel said he had to be honest with 
these people.  He asked what is the City doing to enforce the law.  Mr. Mackiel said sand 
means death in the dictionary.  He said he is asking the Mayor and City workers to step 
forward so I can give more encouraging answers to people interested in the City.   
 



Stanley Jankowski, 135 John Street noted that the Council adopted an emergency 
temporary appropriation which they do every year.  He asked when the budget will be 
adopted.  He was told the budget will be introduced shortly.  He asked why the Council did 
the resolution tonight and he was told it is the temporary budget.  Mr. Jankowski asked if 
the Cities of South Amboy and Perth Amboy are working together to pay for fireworks for 
the 4th of July.  Mayor Henry informed him that the two cities are partnering but no 
taxpayer dollars are being used.   
 
Mary Bouchard, 349 Fourth Street asked if the City ever met with Ms. Noble the Realtor and 
she was advised the City did.  Mrs. Bouchard said that Trader Joe’s would be the thing to 
get in this town.  Mrs. Bouchard asked if the Police Blotter ever reports anything that goes 
on in South Amboy.  She was told the Chief said the home invasion was reported to the 
newspaper and nothing was printed until days later.  Mrs. Bouchard said it was not reported 
in all of The Home News Tribune editions and she said she wants to know what is going on 
in her neighborhood.  Councilman Schwarick said that one thing that needs to be 
understood is the fact that the South Amboy Police and City Council cannot control what 
goes in the newspapers.  He said they did a good job and arrested the individuals.  
Councilman Schwarick stated that if the Chief contacts the newspapers and they don’t put it 
in the newspaper, he finds that offensive.  They caught the bad guys.  Mary Bouchard 
stated that we all know South Amboy is not the same town it was five years ago.  
Councilman Schwarick said he agrees 100% and applauded our Police for a good job.  Mrs. 
Bouchard stated that is what the Police get paid to do.  Ms. Tooker said that many times the 
South Amboy Police Department works closely with the Middlesex County Prosecutor’s Office 
and all information must come from the Prosecutor’s Office.  She said in certain cases they 
work alongside the Prosecutor’s Office and that Agency takes the lead.   
 
Brian Rutkowski, 4 Lovely Drive asked what happened to Frank’s Automotive and South 
Amboy Glass getting pushed out of town and said the City will have six million people living 
in town and no business.  It was explained that the owner of the building sold the building 
and the new person came in with a proposal and worked with the Redevelopment Agency 
for a commercial component on the ground floor and residential above.  He asked what is 
going on by the YMCA and he was told they are building Venetian Healthcare and on the left 
will be townhomes.  Mr. Rutkowski asked about sewer water and electric as his taxes went 
up 52% and he was told water and sewer are there but the City had a force main break 
yesterday and now the force main needs to be repaired. 
 
Eileen Ryan, 12 Bertram Avenue stated she thinks the 4th of July celebration is a positive 
thing for us and not one dime is coming from our pocket.  Mrs. Ryan said that two of her 
sons live in another community and pay a certain fee and it allows dumping rights.  She 
said they show their ID and the Public Works Department is open on the first and third 
Saturday for you to dump. Mrs. Ryan said if anyone puts anything out at the curb they are 
fined.  Council President Connors told her the Mayor and Council are currently working on 
this matter.  Mrs. Ryan said she sees refrigerators on the curb with the doors still attached. 
Mrs. Ryan stated we are all looking for a certain quality of life.  She said McCormack Sand is 
not the center of her neighborhood and there are so many positives in town.  She said we 
should be fostering the small town kindness but it is easier for people to concentrate on the 
negatives.   
 
Mary Bouchard said tenants across the street from her put out trash from one end of the 
property to the other.  She said the landlord moved everything to the driveway because he 
was told he could only put out four items.  Mrs. Bouchard said the roof is coming in at 348 
Main Street.  She stated that landlords have no pride in South Amboy and all they are 
looking for is the almighty dollar. 



 
Nancy McLaughlin said that at the last meeting she asked the question if the net borrowing 
of eight million dollars is before or after the three million dollars and did not receive an 
answer.   Mrs. Tooker said she will get her the answer.  Mrs. McLaughlin also stated that at 
the last meeting she asked about the mechanics and wanted to know the hourly rate they 
are paid, how many hours they work, who supervises them and if employees were laid off 
who did mechanical work.  She was told no employees were laid off that were mechanics. 
 
Mayor Henry presented a plaque on behalf of Tony Gonzalez, President of the South Amboy 
Youth Athletic Association to Public Works employee James Charmello, in appreciation of the 
fields being ready for the season. 
 
ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING: 
A Motion by Councilman Schwarick to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Councilman 
Applegate. 
 
ROLL CALL: Applegate-Yes, Gross-Yes, Noble-Yes, Schwarick-Yes, Connors-Yes. 
 
 
        __________________________ 
        Kathleen Vigilante 
        Municipal Clerk 
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