








establishment of a summer arts and crafts program. He stated how much he 
appreciated that Mayor Henry had his back during these tumultuous times. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mary Szaro noted that this is a good time of year to regroup and move forward in setting 

new goals for the City. She suggested that one area of improvement that could be made 
would be an increase in regular reports from the Council members on items of interest to 
the public such as SARA and Planning Board upcoming projects as well as Green Team 

goals, etc. She thanked Mr. Reilly for raising the Veteran's plaque issues for the Memorial 
Park and appreciated Mayor Henry's proposed future dedication of the Veterans. She 
thanked Mr. Kales for his updates on key issues and is looking forward to getting Ordinance 
updates from Mr. Womack and project updates from Mr. Rasimowicz. She requested Mr. 
Balka start to regularly update the public on the payment receipts for the PILOT programs. 

Chris Smiga, 144 Second St., questioned Mr. Kales about the amount of money the City has 
taken in from the Ferry Project so far. Mr. Kales noted that the City would not start 
receiving funds until the Ferry Terminal was complete as per the contract. He questioned 
the location of the bike path that is going to be installed under the NJ Transit Grant and 

confirmed the Roosevelt basketball Court and tot lot are going to be moved. He confirmed 
that there is some money in the budget for the last ball field to be renovated, but no grant 
money has yet been obtained. He asked about the announcement of a 2.2 million dollar 
project at the waterfront park, no one on the Council had heard anything about it. He noted 
most of these projects should be looked at by the shade tree committee, or environmental 

committee or the open space committee, none of which the City has currently. 

Brandon Russell, 327 Fourth St., appreciated the PILOT updates but noted there has been 
no accountability from the Mayor who has been the Mayor during many of these PILOT 
program inceptions. He requested more public engagement in any future PILOT discussions 

and hoped the City would get better terms in any upcoming contract. He received 

confirmation that as of now, there will be no hybrid meetings and the Council is still 
investigating the ability to live stream the meetings. 

ADJOURNMENT 

On motion by Mr. McLaughlin, seconded by Mr. Reilly and passed unanimously, the meeting 

was adjourned at 6:42 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Deborah Brooks 
Municipal Clerk 
Approved January 17, 2024


